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Sultan Ibrahlm III (Kalafaanu) Siri
Sudhdha Suvarudha Mahaaradun
(993-1017 AH, 1585-1609)

Sultan Ibrahim (Kalaafaanu) Siri Sudhdha Suvarudha
Mahaaradun was the only son of Sultan al Ghaazee
Muhammad Thakurufaanul ~Auzam, who liberated
Maldives from the Portuguese in 1573 CE. His mother, the
daughter of Baarashu Boashivalu Bulhaa Fathima,was the
lady well known in Maldivian history as Rehendhi Goyye.
She was later known as Amina Ranikilegefaanu.

Sultan Ibrahim III came to the throne after his father’s
death in 1585 CE. He is known in Maldivian history as
Kalaafaanu. He held the position of Faashinaa Kilege until
his accession to the throne.

As far as is known, Kalaafaanu’s first wife was Kan’ba
Aisha Ranikilegefaanu of Maafilaafushi. They had two
children but both died in their.infancy and although he had
other wives, he had no surviving children.

The erudite Hassan Thaajuddin, the eminent Maldivian
historian, described Kalaafaanu as a stately personage who
was just, wise and knowledgeable. He was fond of
learning, enjoyed the company of scholars and learned
men, and always encouraged the acquisition of knowledge
by his subjects. He listened to erudite scholars and often
followed their advice in affairs of state. He looked after the
welfare of his people and was a benevolent and righteous
ruler.

In spite of these attributes given by Hassan Thaajuddin,
Francois Pyrard, who was shipwrecked and spent several
years in Maldives during this Sultan’s reign, gives an
entirely different and not very complementary picture of
Kalaafaanu. Some of the incidents narrated by Pyrard are
customs followed in Maldives as well as some other Asian
societies at the time, and would be seen as wicked, corrupt
and immoral in European society. According to Pyrard’s
chronicles, Sultan Kalaafaanu and the Sultan of Aceh were
good friends who frequently exchanged missives of
friendship, and gifts to each other.

Hassan  Thaajuddin  says that during Sultan
Kalaafaanu’s reign, Maldives enjoyed prosperity and
advanced in the literary field as well. Kalaafaanu is said to

have ruled the country with honour, until the arrival of a fleet
of Malabar ships that came in hostility. When the Sultan was
informed of this, he called his ministers, Nobles and the Chief
Judge Fonadhoo Muhammad, and asked for their advice. The
Chief Judge advised him, that “in dealing with such enemies it
would be wiser to flee and avoid doing battle with them”. He
advised the Sultan to travel to the south.

Taking this advice, Kalaafaanu boarded one of his large
sea-going vessels and together with three of his Queens and
some of his Nobles, and taking on board as much of his
possessions as was possible, he sailed from Male’ harbour
towards the south. The enemy vessels realized the Sultan’s
plan, and in order to catch him they sent some of their galleys
after the Sultan’s ship. The Sultan’s ship could not travel very
fast since there was no wind and the ship was meant to travel
under sail. The enemy galleys caught up with the ship in the
Hangnaameedhoo region. When fighting started most of the
people on board the Sultan’s vessel escaped by jumping
overboard and then swimming to an uninhabited island
nearby. Sultan Kalaafaanu and his faithful assistant Jamal
Kalo and one other person remained on board to fight the
enemy. The Sultan died of a pike thrust and Jamal Kalo was
also killed while fighting valiantly by his master’s side. After
the few defenders were killed, the Malabars looted the ship of
everything of value, and transferred these to their own galleys.
The three Queens were taken on board a Malabar galley and
the Sultan’s ship was set adrift. The Queens were taken back
to Male’ and restricted inside the Palace, the Malabars
thinking that they knew where the Sultan’s treasures were
stored.

[ A Malabar galley J

The abandoned royal  vessel drifted to~
Hangnaameedhoo, where the islanders discovered the
bodies of the Sultan and the faithful Jamal Kalo on board.
They were buried beside the mosque in the island and a
Ziyaaraiy (tomb) was erected over the Sultan’s grave. This
tomb has been revered and lovingly cared for by the
islanders for more than four centuries. The Sultans and
rulers who came later to the Maldivian throne, made sure
that appropriate provisions were available for the upkeep
of the tomb, by placing orders for the produce of many
islands and plantations to be given for its benefit.
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